Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.146; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 7 H 8 N 2 O, molecules are connected via intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds to form a two-dimensional supramolecular structure. The oxime group has an E configuration and the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the benzene ring and the amidoxime grouping is 20.2 (3) .
Related literature
For related literature, see: Bruton et al. (2003) ; Kang et al. (2007) ; Li et al. (2007) ; Srivastava et al. (1997) ; Wang et al. (2006 Wang et al. ( , 2007 ; Bertolasi et al. (1982) ; Chertanova et al. (1994) ; Goel et al. (1981) ; Xing, Ding et al. (2007) ; .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2003 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2003) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
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Comment
The synthesis of Schiff base complexes containing oxime (-C═N-OH) functional groups has attracted great interest due to their antiviral, anticancer and antibacterial activities (Srivastava et al., 1997; Goel et al., 1981; Li et al., 2007; Xing, Ding et al. (2007) , . Also, the interesting hydrogen-bond systems in the crystal structures of oximes have been analysed and a correlation between the pattern of hydrogen bonding and N-O bond lengths has been suggested (Bertolasi et al., 1982; Bruton et al., 2003) . Herein, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I). In the crystal structure of the title compound, molecules are connected via intermolecular N-H···O and O-H···N hydrogen bonds (see Table 1 and Fig. 2 ) to form a two-dimensional supramolecular structure. The oxime group has an E configuration [C4-C9-N1-O3 = -179.43 (14) °, Chertanova et al., 1994] and the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the benzene ring and the C7/N1/N2/O grouping is 20.2 (3) °, which is less than that reported for similar structures by Kang et al. (2007) and Xing, Ding et al. (2007) , .
Experimental
Reagents and solvents used were of commercially available quality. The Schiff base ligand benzamidoxime was synthesized according to the method of Kang et al. (2007) . A mixture of benzonitrile (0.33 mol) and hydroxylamine hydrochloride (0.33 mol) in ethanol (231 ml) and potassium carbonate (0.33 mol) in water (66 ml) was refluxed for 12 h. After cooling and filtering, compound (I) was obtained. Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution. Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of I showing the atom numbering scheme with displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level.
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